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ABOUT ALLISON 

Editing and Consulting Services  

Work one-on-one with Allison Bottke to make your 
writing and publishing dreams come true. 

For more information, email Allison at: Allison@AllisonBottke.com 
or call: (817) 313-2530 

Allison is currently accepting clients 
for 2017-2018. Contact her today if 

you are interested in taking your 
writing to the next level.  Allison Bottke is a bestselling inspirational author and speaker. 

Her international outreach includes over 30+ published non-
fiction and fiction books, including the acclaimed God Allows U-
Turns compilation book series, the God Answers Prayers series, 
and the bestselling, award-winning Setting Boundaries series. 
Book one in her current series, Setting Boundaries with your 
Adult Children, has hit #1 in the Amazon.com “Parenting” catego-
ry several times, and is still being heralded as a landmark re-
source for parents and grandparents. Setting Boundaries with 
Food won the prestigious Selah Award 
for Best Book of the year in 2013. 
 
A frequent guest on national radio and 
TV programs around the country, she 
has been featured on James Dobson’s 
Focus on the Family, the 700 Club, the 
Dr. Laura Show, and others. She is a 
frequent guest on Good Morning Texas. 
 
In 2014, Allison was honored with the 
annual Author of Influence Award at 
the Roaring Lamb Christian Writers 
Conference for her body of work and 
ongoing desire to assist writers in their efforts to achieve success 
in the field. 
  

Allison works with: Entrepreneurs, Empty-Nesters, Retir-
ees, Authors, Speakers, Ministry Leaders, 

Business Professionals, and especially, Dreamers! Some of Allison’s 30+ books 

   “My experience with Allison Bottke was the 

turning point for me in writing my book. She is 

one of the most creative and talented women I 

know. Her ability to translate that creativity to my 

book project was phenomenal. She creatively or-

ganized my concept into a dynamic book 

proposal that has given me incredible focus. 

    If you’re serious about seeing results in your 

life as a writer, spend a few hours with Allison. 

She can take an idea and turn it into an amazing 

story.” 
 

    - Suellen Roberts, Founder & President 
       Christian Women in Media Association 
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PRIVATE CONSULTING  

&  P r o f e s s i o n a l  E d i t i n g  a n d  G h o s t w r i t i n g  

 N o w  sc he du l i n g  2 0 17 - 2 0 1 8  p ro j e c t s  

  A l l i s o n  B o t t k e  i s  a  b e s t - s e l l i n g  a u t h o r  o f  3 0 +  b o o k s  

        
“I’ve taught at writer’s conferences around the country, and 
over the years it’s been exciting to watch many talented  
individuals experience the dreams of their heart. Sometimes, all 
it takes to reach the next level in our goal to write or  
publish is for someone to come alongside us and help organize 
our thoughts or drafts into a cohesive structure. I can help you 
find focus, develop your book proposal, edit your existing manu-
script, or turn your random notes into your next (or first) book. 
Call me today, let’s make your writing dreams come true.” 
         —Allison    (817) 313-2530 
 

Now 
Accepting 

New 
Clients 

A Note from Allison: Writing has been my full-time profession since 
1999. As a published author and developmental editor, I work with many 
clients who come to me when they are thinking of writing or publishing a 
book. I enjoy helping writers become authors and authors become better 
writers. While some manuscripts may need significant restructuring, oth-
ers may require only a little tweaking before it’s ready to present to the 
world and make a great impression. 
 
As writers, we often get too close to our own work to give it an objective 
critique. We know what we are trying to say, and what we have written 
makes sense to us—but does it make sense to other readers? When an edi-
tor reads your work for the first time, certain things stand out; things that 
might not be obvious to you after you’ve worked on a manuscript for 
months, maybe even years. Or, perhaps you’ve only just begun to concep-
tualize a book and you’re looking for someone to help guide you through 
the process of story structure development. 
 
No matter what stage you’re at, it’s important to remember that the money 
spent on development, editing and/or on obtaining professional advice, 
may actually save you the embarrassment (and money spent) on trying to 
promote and publish a book that isn’t quite ready.  
 
Visit my website for more information or  send your  email inquiry to: Allison@AllisonBottke.com. 
 Also visit: SettingBoundariesBooks.com  

I Can Help If... 

 
You have always wanted to wr ite 
a book but you don’t know where to 
begin. 
 
You have a rough draft of a 
manuscript but you’re not sure what 
to do next. 
 
You have a complete/par tial 
manuscript that needs the touch of a 
professional writer/editor. 
 
You need a ghost-writer. 
 
You are consider ing self-
publishing. 
 
You need someone to help you 
develop a Book Proposal and 
sample chapters in order to seek 
literary agent representation. 
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Client Endorsements 

For more information, email Allison at: Allison@AllisonBottke.com 
or call 817-313-2530 

“Allison Bottke, is a miracle herself. She is so passionate about her work, and believed in this project with 
all her heart. She is a very gifted professional writer and editor, and has been extremely patient with me, a 
novice in this field. With her guidance and attention to detail, I finished this book in record time. 
Allison’s ability to organize, develop, edit, and prepare the manuscript for printing is another miracle. 
Even our final cover design is based on her original concept. I could never ask for a more perfect partner 
in this God-appointed time and project. He brought Allison to help me bring the incredible stories of my 
miracles to life. I will be forever grateful.” 

~ Susie Y. Jennings, RN, Author of 31 Days of Mountaintop Miracles 
and Founder of Operation Care International, Dallas, TX (Released 2014) 

“I am impressed, overwhelmed and humbled by Allison's efforts on my own book. She is not only an editor 
and writer, she is a cheerleader and an expert in her field.  Allison walked me through my own personal 
doubts on whether I could even pull off a book. She worked under extreme deadline and at all hours of the 
night shuffling through my notes, loose chapters and new ideas. What I loved perhaps the most is her em-
pathy and understanding as I exposed my heart and soul through my writing. Allison was perceptive, con-
scientious and truly my guardian angel.”  

- Christine Devine, Author of Finding a Forever Family, 
and FOX 11 Nightly News Anchor, Los Angeles, CA (Released 2014) 

“Without Allison Bottke, this book would never have happened. She was my writing 
coach, editor, and mentor. There are not enough words to express the depth of my 
gratitude.” 

~ Jenny B. Tilbury, Author of Welcome to the Garden Club  
and Artist Advocate, New Orleans, LA (Released 2015) 

 

“Allison creates magic as she works alongside an author bringing clarity, organization, and vivid imagery 

to every page. Her mastered word skills coupled with contagious excitement were a perfect catalyst to my 

inspiration and confidence for a well-written book.” 

 
~ Dr. Victoria Sarvadi, Author of Just a Little Girl 

Hebraic Heritage Teacher and Co-Founder, The Nathaniel Center, McKinney, TX 
(Release Date: Summer 2016) 

“I’m so thankful to have been introduced to Allison during my search for someone to help me tell my story.  
I’m grateful for the many ways she guided me through the process of writing my book. Allison is a gifted 
coach, an amazing author, and a detail-oriented developmental editor. Truly one-of-a-kind. She is excep-
tionally talented at expressing a story in dramatic ways that leave you on the edge of your seat – wanting 
more. I thank God for bringing this precious friend and writing colleague into my life.” 

~ Ann White, Author of 7 Steps to COURAGE 
and TV Host of The Christian View, Marietta, GA (Released: Feb. 2016) 
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AllisonBottke.com 

This brochure contains the following information: 

 

Table of Contents 

 

 

Page 1 - Cover Page & About Allison 

Page 2 - How I Can Help You—A Note from Allison 

Page 3 - Client Endorsements 

Page 4 - Table of Contents 

Pages 5-6 - Five Levels of Editing (Make sure to read this.) 

Page 7 - What qualifies Allison to do this type of work? 

Page 8 - Initial “Ask Allison” Consultation Service 

Page 9 -  Manuscript Review & Critique Service 

Page 10 - Write Your Life History & Leave a Lasting Legacy Service 

Page 11 - Book Proposal Development Service 

Page 12 - Definitions of Ghostwriting and Co-Writing 

Pages 13-15 - Cheap, Affordable & Expensive Ghostwriting 

Pages 16-18 - Comprehensive Story Structure Development Service 

Page 18 - What to do next. (Don’t be overwhelmed!) 

Page 19 - Peer Endorsements 

For more information, email Allison at: Allison@AllisonBottke.com 
or call (817) 313-2530 ~ AllisonBottke.com 

 

Visit me on Facebook: 
Facebook.com/AuthorAllisonBottke/ 

 

Visit me on Twitter & Periscope 
@AllisonBottke 
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Five Levels of Editing 

   
 

There are different types of editing levels, and you will need to choose one that is 
right for your book. If your manuscript is exactly how you want it, you may only 
need a good proofreading from a copy or line editor. However, if your book needs far 
more development, such as a check for overall flow as well as proofreading for punc-
tuation, grammar and spelling, you may need a heavier level of editing, and someone 
who can help you rewrite confusing and awkward areas and create better structure. 
 

I currently conduct only Heavy and Extra Heavy writing and development 
for non-fiction book projects. 

  
There are five types or levels of editing:  

1. Extra Light = Proofreading * 
2. Light = Line Editing or Basic Copyedit * 
3. Medium = Medium Copyediting * 
4. Heavy = Developmental or Substantive Editing (my specialty) 
5. Extra Heavy = Ghostwriting (my specialty) 

 
1. PROOFREADING is usually offered only to a well-written manuscript that has 
already been through a heavy edit. The copy editor will proofread and mark errors in 
punctuation, grammar, and spelling. If your manuscript has more than the occasional 
grammatical error, you will need to choose another type of editing. 
    (* I do not provide this service.) 
  
2. COPY OR LINE EDIT is conducted on a near -perfect document. The author 
has done a great job with the development, mechanical, and formatting aspects but 
needs someone to make sure they have everything needed to present the document for 
publishing. A copy editor or line editor will mark or note any errors and the author is 
responsible for correcting them. Think of a line editor as a teacher grading a paper. 
    (* I do not provide this service.) 
 
3. MEDIUM COPYEDITING car r ies more developmental components. An edi-
tor will mark mechanical, grammar, and usage errors, red line for spelling, punctua-
tion, and grammar, comment on awkward transitions, redundancies, and hyperbole, 
and note inconsistencies with formatting, alignment, and spacing of text. However, 
the editor does not rewrite for the author at this level of edit. Instead, the author is re-
sponsible for making these changes. 
    (* I do not provide this service.) 

 
 

-MORE- 
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4. DEVELOPMENTAL OR SUBSTANTIVE EDITING is a far  more extensive 
edit. A developmental or substantive editor will assist the author with making changes 
necessary to strengthen their writing and develop the story. They act as a writing coach 
by taking a rough draft of a manuscript from initial concept and making suggestions 
about content, organization, and presentation. This editor always has the target market 
(reader) in mind and may make an analysis of competing works and suggest additional 
research to “flesh out” certain parts and give the book credibility and factual content. 
In addition to reading and marking errors in punctuation, grammar and spelling, the 
heavy edit may offer editorial comments on style, structure, content, transitions, and 
flow. 
 
Substantive editing improves a manuscript by identifying and solving problems with 
order and flow of information. It may require reorganizing paragraphs, sections, or 
chapters for overall clarity or readability. Suggestions are given for rewriting confus-
ing and awkward areas to create better flow. This editor may rewrite sections that real-
ly need it, and the author may also be asked to rewrite some sections in order to learn 
from the process. Formatting includes page numbers, margins, headings, font styles, 
indentations, paragraph spacing, header and footer text, and a table of contents. This 
process can take place over weeks, months or even years. Many times a developmental 
or substantive edit is the same as a rewrite of the entire manuscript. 
(Industry Standard Fee Range: From $15,000 to $40,000 depending on scope of 
project for 300 page max.)  
  
5. GHOSTWRITING takes developmental or substantive editing even further. A 
ghostwriter does just about everything for the author, including the creation of the ini-
tial thematic structure development and entire manuscript, and the author simply ap-
proves or requests changes. The learning component is missing in the ghostwrite. 
(Industry Standard Fee Range: From $25,000 to $50,000 + depending on scope of 
project.)  
  
Every editing project begins with a one-hour initial phone consultation (in-person ap-
pointments possible in the Dallas/Fort Worth, TX area), after which time Allison will 
review and assess your manuscript and let you know what level of editing is needed, 
including a Scope-of-Work project estimate. The initial fee of $150 will be applied to-
ward your editing package. 

Ever wonder about the 
difference between a 

Ghostwriter and a Collaborative Editor? 
 

See page 12 
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 What qualifies Allison as a Freelance Developmental 
Editor and Publishing Consultant? 

 
 Allison has written and/or compiled 30+ books since 2001 and has experienced the journey to publica-

tion with major publishers such as Harvest House, Bethany House, David C. Cook, and Barbour. 
 
 She has been represented by one of CBA’s most respected Literary 

Agents for over a decade. 
 
 She’s published in Writer’s Digest, Ladies Home Journal, Cosmopoli-

tan, Women’s World, Shape, and more. 
 
 She’s been on Faculty at several national writing conferences, includ-

ing Jerry B. Jenkins Writing for the Soul, Roaring Lambs, and the 
North Texas Christian Writers Conference.  

 
 Allison understands  the value of integrating creativity and organiza-

tion, and can quickly take a concept or idea from thought to paper. 
 
 She has a passion to work with results-oriented people who want to 

turn their writing and publishing dreams into reality. 
 
 She has maintained over a decade-long active and thriving presence 

online with multiple websites and blogs, and stays current with trends 
in marketing and publishing.  

 
Contact Allison today to schedule an initial “Ask Allison” one-hour phone consultation session.  

Feature Cover Stories 
on Allison Bottke 

BoomerBabesRock.com 

GodAllowsUTurns.com 

SettingBoundariesBooks.com 

Allison Bottke’s 
“Family of Brands” 
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Ask Allison Anything! 

Your first step in working with Allison... 

Writing and Publishing Advice: “Ask Allison” 
Fee: $150 for a One-Hour Phone Session (applied toward editing services) 
     In-person sessions available at additional fee. 
 
This “Ask Allison” initial consultation includes: One  hour  of pr ivate phone time 
with Allison. Pitch your idea, and get your specific questions answered by an industry 
professional. 
 
In addition to answering your questions and providing valuable advice based on over 
16 years of working full time in the Christian publishing industry, Allison will also 
review the first five pages of your manuscript, book proposal, or concept beforehand 
(typewritten documents only via email attachment, no handwritten notes). 
 
The fee for this “Ask Allison” service will be applied to any additional non-fiction editing 
services contracted.  

 

For more information, email Allison at: Allison@AllisonBottke.com 
or call (817) 313-2530 

You can “Ask Allison” questions like; 
 

* I have lots of ideas and notes. What's my next step? 

* Here’s my concept...what do you think of my idea? 

* Is my writing any good? How can I make it better? 

* Do I need an editor? Do I need an agent? How do I get one/both? 

* Can someone steal my idea? How do I protect my work? 

* How do I decide on style, structure and point-of-view? 

* What should I do first to develop a strong structural foundation  in my manuscript? 

* How should I format my manuscript? How long should it be? 

* What's a book proposal? How do I write a query? 

* Do I need a website? Facebook page? Twitter account?  

* Is my compilation of true stories marketable? How about my book series? 

* Do I need a publisher or is self-publishing viable?  

* What’s all this talk about having a “platform?” 

* Anything else you wish to ask! 
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 V is i t  A l l i sonBo ttke .com  tod ay  

Or send an email to Allison@AllisonBottke.com, or call (817) 313-2530 

 

 
Are you ready for  a professional review of your  manuscr ipt? Do you won-
der if your writing is any good—or if you could make it better? Stop wonder-
ing, take the plunge and move to the next step. I’d love to read your manuscript 
and give you a thorough written review. 
 
The service I provide is based on over a decade of experience in the publishing 
industry, years of mentoring writers, and my own growth in the craft. It’s im-
portant to understand that any type of review or critique service is almost completely subjective. I will honestly ana-
lyze and evaluate your manuscript within the scope of my own personal understanding, perspective, and experience. 
Comments will include a focus on your strengths, weaknesses, needs, and next steps as I perceive them. You do not 
have to agree with everything I say, but please understand I am critiquing with an eye toward improving your writing. 
I will spend a minimum of 10-15 hours on your manuscript.* 
 
REVIEW: My overall impression of your  work and my reaction to it—as a reader. Almost completely subjective, 
I will share the effect your writing had upon me as a reader, from my perspective as a published author. 
 
WRITTEN CRITIQUE: An in-depth professional and technical evaluation of your work. This includes comments 
on style, structure, content, transitions, redundancies, and flow. It may also include suggestions for rewriting confus-
ing and awkward areas, reorganizing paragraphs, sections, or chapters for overall clarity or readability. Although er-
rors in grammar, spelling, punctuation, formatting, alignment, and spacing of text may be pointed out occasionally, 
this is not the focus of a critique and should not be confused with a copyedit, substantive edit, or developmental edit. 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY: Your  pr ivacy and intellectual proper ty are paramount. I will not share or  utilize your  
ideas or words. You retain the copyright to your work. 
 
      Non-Fiction - $800 (Max. of 60k words) 
      Fiction - $1200 (Max. of 100k words.) 
 

* I do not critique children’s fiction, picture books, fantasy and 
science fiction, or anything pornographic. 

 

 
Allison Bottke is a bestselling inspirational author  and 
speaker with over 16 years of experience working full time 
in the Christian publishing industry. Her international out-
reach includes 30+ published non-fiction and fiction books, 
including the acclaimed God Allows U-Turns anthology, 
the God Answers Prayers series, and the bestselling Setting 
Boundaries series from Harvest House Publishers.  
  
She’s been on Faculty at several national writing confer-
ences, including Jerry B. Jenkins Writing for the Soul, 
Roaring Lambs, and the North Texas Christian Writers 
Conference.  
  
Allison has a passion to work with results-oriented people 
who want to turn their writing and publishing dreams into 
reality. 

Manuscript 

   Review/Critique  
                            by 

YOU PROVIDE: A copy of your  completed manuscr ipt 
sent as an attached file via email or as a hard copy via postal 
mail. Your manuscript must be in the standard document for-
mat listed below. If you have a book proposal or synopses 
please send that as well. 
 
Standard Document Format: Times New Roman, size 12 
font, double-spaced with one-inch margins. Include page num-
bers. No fancy formatting or graphics. MS Word documents 
only. 
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Contact me directly at (817) 313-2530 and let’s start talking today. 
For more information email me at Allison@AllisonBottke.com 

Your Unique Memories and life exper iences are more 
precious than gold to your family. There is no greater gift 
you can provide to those you love than a written account of your Life History, as you know it—
as you experienced it. Don’t wait another day, let me help you write the story (or stories) of your 
heart. The personalized service I provide is based on over fifteen years of experience in the writ-
ing and publishing industry, along with my own  heartfelt desire to help others preserve their 
poignant and powerful memories and life experiences. Your Lasting Legacy will be a combination of memoir, autobiography, 
narrative non-fiction, and history—told in your voice, from your perspective. It’s a story only you can tell, and it will be an honor 
to help you tell it. Together, we will craft a unique story that your family will treasure today and that will become an heirloom for 
generations to come. 
 

Your personal story may also appeal to a broader audience. This is often the case if you have been a leader in your profession or 
industry. If this is true for you, we can craft your book to inspire and encourage countless readers from all walks of life.  
 

Let me help you: 

 Write a compelling true story (or a collection of true personal essays) using your unique voice, perspective and 
        memories 

 Identify your vision and goals for sharing your story 

 Determine the focus and scope of your story 

 Determine your preferred voice and point of view (POV) 

 Identify key experiences and memories to feature 

 Develop the overall thematic structure of your book 

 Develop a Life History Timeline (Excel spreadsheet) 

 Identify the timeframe(s) of your story (stories) 

 Suggest title and sub-title ideas 

 Provide cover design concepts 

 Address other specific items as identified and agreed upon 
 

Services Provided: The wr iting and development of your  
unique story will be conducted using a combination of our creative 
collaboration and my structured system of thematic story develop-
ment. I will conduct the majority (or all) of the writing for you, 
and the book will reflect your preferred POV and voice. Upon 
completion, you will receive a manuscript of approximately 40-
60k words, in a standard format MS Word document via electronic 
file. 
 
It takes about nine months to write an entire book from scratch. 
I’m a disciplined author that takes writing seriously. I’m not using 
a standard fill-in-the-blank template—your manuscript will be as 
original and unique as your DNA. I will spend a minimum of 900 
hours on your project, including interviews, phone and email com-
munication, creative and structural development, original writing, 
revising, and editing.* It’s important that our early meetings are 
held in-person, but the majority of our communication as the book 
develops can be either in-person or via phone call or Skype.  
 

* Not Included: This wr iting and development service does not 
include first class travel expenses or a final book design layout or 
publishing. If desired, I can provide you with self-publishing refer-
rals, but this service does not include acting as a publishing con-
sultant or project manager throughout the self-publishing process (unless contracted). 

Allison Bottke is a bestselling inspirational author  and 
speaker with over 16 years of experience working full time 
in the Christian publishing industry. Her international out-
reach includes 30+ published non-fiction and fiction 
books, including the acclaimed God Allows U-Turns an-
thology, the God Answers Prayers series, and the bestsel-
ling Setting Boundaries series from Harvest House Pub-
lishers.  
 
She’s been on Faculty at several national writing confer-
ences, including Jerry B. Jenkins Writing for the Soul, 
Roaring Lambs, Blue Ridge Christian Writers, North Tex-
as Christian Writers, and others. 
 
Allison has a passion to work with people who want to 
record their life experiences and precious memories as a 
loving and lasting legacy for generations to come. She 
specializes in writing “creative non-fiction” particularly in 
the field of Memoir and Personal Story Essays. 
 

Now Accepting 
New Clients for 2017-18 

Limited Openings 
(Deposit required to reserve time.) 

with ... 

FEE RANGE: Approximately 
$10,000—$30,000 
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Book Proposal Development (Non-Fiction Only)  
Service Provided: Develop a complete book proposal, including the editing of your chapter outline, intro-
duction, and one sample chapter. 

Fee: $1500  (general base fee—to be discussed in relation to your project) 
 

Whether your goal is to acquire a literary agent or pitch your book directly to a royalty publisher, you will need a professional book 
proposal. Competition is fierce in the market today, and you want to present your work in the best possible light. Allison will read 
up to 50 typed pages of existing material (submitted at one time), including previous proposals, concept notes, chapter outline, 
and/or sample chapters. (Submissions must be typed and double-spaced.) Using an industry standard format, Allison will help you 
translate your concept into a detailed book proposal that will include pertinent author and target marketing information, as well as a 
strong synopses. She will advise you on content organization, approach, and style, including suggestions for research, identification 
of possible resources, and plans for writing. This service also includes a comprehensive edit of your chapter outline, introduction, 
and one sample chapter. Communication will be conducted primarily via email and with scheduled phone consultations, in-person 
meetings can be scheduled in DFW area. Please visit website for more details or email Allison directly. 
 
This service does not include ghostwriting or developmental/substantive editing on your book, nor does it include the marketing or 
promoting of the completed book proposal to agents or publishers (unless agreed upon beforehand.) 
 
In the event of an absence of organized written material, Allison requires that Comprehensive Story Structure Development (CSSD) 
also be conducted in conjunction with this service.  

Book Proposal Revising (Non-Fiction Only)  
Service Provided: Revise an existing Book Proposal 

Fee: $1000 
 

You have a book proposal but you’re not sure it’s the best it can be, or perhaps it has not yielded the results you hoped for. 
Allison will help you transform an existing book proposal into the most effective and professional document possible. She will read 
your existing proposal (50 page maximum) and supply a written critique that will address format, organization, approach, and style, 
including specific revision recommendations. Author will be responsible for implementing changes into final document. Communi-
cation will be conducted primarily via email and with scheduled phone consultations. Please visit website for more details or email 
Allison directly. 
 
This service does not include ghostwriting or developmental/substantive editing on your book, nor does it include the marketing or 
promoting of the completed book proposal to agents or publishers (unless agreed upon beforehand.)  
 

Book Proposal Development  
   with Now 

Accepting 
New Clients 

Allison works with:  
* Published Authors 

* Unpublished Writers 
*Speakers 
*Retirees 

* CEO’s/Entrepreneurs 
* Empty-Nesters 

* Ministry Leaders 
* Business Professionals 

* Motivated Dreamers! 

A l l i s o n  B o t t k e  i s  a  b e s t - s e l l i n g  a u t h o r  o f  3 0 +  b o o k s  
See “Private Consulting” on website: AllisonBottke.com or email: Allison@AllisonBottke.com 

All book proposal projects require a one-hour “Ask Allison” phone session, with fee applied to service. 
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Definitions of Ghostwriting and Co-Writing 

 
A Ghostwriter is a professional writer who is paid to write books, articles, stories, reports, or other 
texts that are officially credited to another person. One who writes on behalf of someone else, often 
for a celebrity. Once the scope of the project has been identified, the ghostwriter primarily works 
alone, using materials and resources provided by the celebrity and/or acquired from other sources 
such as interviews and research, and the celebrity has very little input regarding the actual writing 
or development of the project. Typically, this is a “Work-for-Hire” project (aka: “Commissioned”) 
and there is usually no by-line cover credit for the ghostwriter. 
 
A Collaborative Ghostwriter (CG) creates original material as needed on behalf of the Subject (or 
celebrity) while utilizing the Subject’s concept and the Subject’s is writing and/or notes (such as 
journal notes). Writing “assignments” may be given to each writer throughout the project, and the 
CG ties everything together and develops the final manuscript. The level of writing involvement is 
confidential between the two parties, and the Subject is primarily responsible for and credited with 
the work.  A “with” by-line may or may not be given to the CG. Example: by John Smith with Earl 
Davis, or simply, by John Smith. 
 
Collaborative Writing (aka: Co-Writing) refers to projects where written works are created by 
multiple people together (collaboratively) rather than individually. Some collaborative projects are 
overseen by an editor or editorial team. The writing process becomes a recursive task, where each 
change prompts others to make more changes. It is easier to do if the group has a specific end goal 
in mind, and harder if a goal is absent or vague. Shared by-lines are typically given. Example: by 
John Smith and Earl Davis.  
 
*The Collaborative Co-Writer (CCW) is hired by the Subject (or  celebr ity) to develop his/her  
book. After establishing a mutually agreeable time period for all stages of the project, the Subject 
and CCW will collectively explore various creative options. The CCW takes notes, conducts inter-
views and independent research, and makes suggestions and recommendations. After this explora-
tion period and based on the preferences of the Subject, the CCW will then develop the initial out-
line and story structure format. The Subject may or may not provide the initial first draft of the 
manuscript. Once actual writing begins, the Subject and CCW will collaborate on each chapter as 
the manuscript is developed, and will exchange written drafts throughout an established time frame. 
The Subject reads, reviews and provides input on chapters throughout the entire creative process. 
The CCW maintains the master copy of the manuscript and will incorporate all revision requests 
made by the Subject. In the event of differing opinions on any aspect of manuscript development, 
the preference of the Subject will always prevail. While this can also be a “Work-for-Hire” project 
(aka: “Commissioned”) the CCW typically receives a by-line cover credit. Example: A Quiet Life, 
by Jane Doe with Mary Smith. (*AB Preferred Method) 

 
Fee and Copyright Options: Full copyright is usually held in the name of the Subject/Celebrity 
unless agreed upon. With a 100% Commissioned Work-for-Hire, a set fee is established and the 
writer does not receive a percentage of any future royalties. This is typically a higher figure than 
with arrangements where the writer receives a partial advance (or no advance) and an established 
percentage of future royalties. Writing fees will vary greatly dependent on the writer’s level of ex-
perience, the research and creative development required, and the project timeline.  
 
 

## 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Collaboration
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Editing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recursive
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THERE IS A BIG DIFFERENCE! 

Expensive, Affordable and Cheap Ghostwriters 

 

How much does a ghostwriter cost? Can you find cheap ghostwriters? What do expensive 

ghostwriters provide? How much are affordable ones? 

The differences between expensive, affordable and cheap ghostwriters are vast - sort of like 

buying a house. Of course, the best one for you will depend largely on your goals and objectives. 

In addition to the guidelines explained here, you can compensate a book ghostwriter in four 

different ways: ghostwriter for hire, byline discount, revenue share and business partner.  

 

Expensive Ghostwriters 

Let's start at the top. Expensive ghostwriters tend to be celebrity journalists, whose bylines 

appear in national newspapers and magazines, or well-known authors of published books. 

Celebrity ghostwriters are typically represented by ghostwriting agencies, often based in New 

York, which charge a 30 to 50 percent premium over their services. The agency generally gives you a 

choice of two or three ghostwriters, who you interview and choose the best match. 

Prices for celebrity ghostwriters are high. Hillary Clinton reportedly signed an $8 million con-

tract with Simon & Schuster to publish her memoirs in 2001; the ghostwriter is believed to have re-

ceived $500,000. 

Ghostwriters working with major publishers typically receive advances between $50,000 and 

$250,000 per project. These projects can take several months to a year to research, write and edit. 

 

Affordable Ghostwriters 

U.S. ghostwriters typically charge from $20,000 to $80,000 for a 200- to 300-page book. The 

Canadian Writer's Union has set a minimum fee of $25,000 for a book of the same length. 

A professional ghostwriter can accurately estimate how much time and money a project will 

require. Many of the variables include: length of work, sophistication of topic, target deadline, availa-

bility of author, and so on. When you work with an affordable ghostwriter, you do not pay additional 

agency fees, since you are working directly with the ghostwriter. This type of ghostwriter can provide 

you with customized service, based on your needs. 

Professional ghostwriters generally specialize in writing services. They tend to be reliable, 

dependable and organized, because their livelihood depends on it. They also tend to be native English 

speakers, adept and attuned to the nuances of the language. Most are well-read and culturally savvy, 

thus providing a broad knowledge base from which to ask intelligent questions while writing your 

book. 

-MORE- 
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Cheap Ghostwriters 

You can find cheap ghostwriters by logging onto ghostwriting bidding sites or outsourcing 

overseas. Ghostwriters at bidding sites often take on such jobs on a part-time or occasional basis. 

Their fees may be lower than other professional ghostwriters, but their experience is likely limited. In 

addition, the bids can be unrealistic, as applicants compete against each other on price, and you 

may end up with shoddy work that costs you more to fix later. Beware of cheap, unrealistic 

bids. 

Overseas ghostwriters also have very competitive rates, typically charging $3,000 to $5,000 

for a 200-page book. But with overseas writers, you run the risk of quality gaps, English-language 

differences, cultural misunderstanding and incongruent voice. 

Overseas ghostwriters also may not understand your industry. For example, if you are writing 

about the financial or healthcare industry, they may not understand terms and concepts specific to 

these industries in Western countries. This means they may not know how to present key ideas. They 

also may not know how to ask critical questions, so that the logic holes in your book are filled. 

Overseas ghostwriters also may not understand your cultural context. For example, if you are 

targeting Gen Xers, Baby Boomers, or Cultural Creatives, you may prefer to work with a ghostwriter 

who understands these psychographics and can help you focus the writing. 

 

Other Ways Ghostwriters Charge 

Ghostwriters charge in other ways. These can be by the: 

* hour (I estimate my hourly time but I charge per project.) 
* word 
* page 
* project (My current fees are based on the individual project.) 
* percentage of profits 
* combination of the above 
 

Fee Ranges 

Depending on the ghostwriter's experience and the sophistication of the project, the charges can range 

as follows: 

* $0.50 - $3 per word 
* $4 - $40 per page 
* $50 - $150 per hour 
* $10,000 to $30,000, for a 100- to 200-page book 
* $20,000 to $50,000, for a 200- to 300-page book (My current fee level.) 
* $50,000 to $250,000 for celebrity ghostwriters 
* $500,000 for celebrity ghostwriters working with celebrity authors 
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Payment Terms 

Generally, a ghostwriter will require an upfront deposit, ranging from 20 percent to 50 per-

cent of the total cost. 

The client then makes installment payments at key points during the project, particularly if 

it is a long project. With shorter projects, the client pays the entire balance upon completion. 

Each contract is different. The actual terms depend on the project scope and what the au-

thor and ghostwriter agree upon. A ghostwriter for hire can also offer different compensation 

plans, based on your and the ghostwriter's goals.  

 

How to Find a Ghostwriter 

 Ask for personal referrals. 

 Read a sample of the ghostwriter’s work. 

 Look for someone dependable, reliable, knowledgeable, and experienced. 

Carefully review the Work-for-Hire Agreement provided by the ghostwriter, and get the 

proposed fee quote in writing.

 

##

Remember… 

    Whether you choose to work with expensive, 

affordable, or cheap ghostwriters (or collabo-

rative editors), you will most likely get what 

you pay for. The experience and track-record of 

an editor is a critical component when making 

your decision. 
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4749 Mistry Ridge Drive  Fort Worth, TX 76137 
 817-313-2530  Allison@AllisonBottke.com 

 
 

 
 
Dear Author: 
 
It takes me a minimum of 9-12 months to write a non-fiction book from scratch. After 

writing thirty trade published books of my own, and co-writing or ghostwriting a dozen more in 
my fifteen year career, I’ve developed a proven system for Comprehensive Story Structure De-
velopment (CSSD).  

I begin every book project the same way—by first developing the foundation and frame-
work on which to eventually build a book. This foundational structure must be in place in order 
to build a book that has substance and meaning. CSSD work is a mandatory part of every writing 
and editing project I conduct, whether it’s my own book or a clients’ book. 

Developing the foundational structure of a book is all about making intentional choices 
in critical areas before writing even begins. Most first-time authors are unaware of all the devel-
opmental questions that need to be answered and the choices that need to be made in order to 
produce a high-quality book. Because it’s all about those vital choices, I’ve developed a series of 
written exercises and systems that enable me to jump-start all of the books I work on in a highly
-effective way. 

I began offering my CSSD services to clients about five years ago. During this short period 
of time (typically 4-6 weeks,) I help authors develop the blueprint for their book before they 
start to assemble the words. As we complete these “proprietary and confidential” developmen-
tal exercises together, I encourage my clients to make specific choices regarding critical areas of 
thematic story structure and to successfully combine the necessary creative and technical as-
pects of writing to create a solid and sophisticated manuscript. 

You can see a detailed outline of what the Comprehensive Story Structure Development 
includes on the following page. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any additional questions. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

Allison Bottke 
 
 

mailto:Allison@AllisonBottke.com
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CSSD projects will be accomplished using a combination of methods, including; email, phone, 
Skype, and in-person meetings. I will provide an agenda to identify our CSSD goals, as well as the 
applicable forms. Once you have all of these critical components identified and in place, you will 
be in a much stronger position to write your book yourself, or to hire someone to do it for you. 
 

CSSD SERVICES PROVIDED: 
Develop and Provide two separate 3-ring binders (we will have identical workbooks): 

 #1. Project Workbook (w/ section index tabs) 
 #2. Manuscript Binder (w/ chapter number tabs) 

Read and Review existing written material 
Listen to audio/video clips and identify clips for transcription (if applicable) 
Work w/ Author to develop the CSSD components, including but not limited to: 
 Discuss and Define Target Audience 
 Discuss and Define Reader Takeaway Value 
 Discuss and Define the Main Point and Theme of the Story 
 Develop a Structured Thematic Premise 
 Decide on POV and Narrative Threads 
 Assist in developing title and sub-title 
 Discuss and Define Chapter Format 
 Define Chapter Word Counts 
 Develop One or Two Sentence Concept 
 Develop Book Synopses 
 Develop Table of Contents 
 Develop Annotated Chapter Outline 
 Develop a 3-point Description of the book using the X-Y-Z Algorithm 
 Discuss Comparative Analysis 
 Develop Author Bio 
 Provide 2-3 cover design concepts (not professional designs-concepts only) 
 Reorganize any existing material to be incorporated into manuscript (based on CSSD choices) 
 Identify new material and narrative threads needed (based on CSSD choices) 
 Write a first draft of one sample chapter (based on CSSD choices) 
 Additional tasks as needed and agreed upon in writing 
 

FEE STRUCTURE 
Although I do not charge an hourly fee for developmental and collaborative writing, I always keep 
a Project Tracking Timecard for every project I work on. This has enabled me to have a strong 
sense of approximately how long a project will take. I currently receive $150 per hour for my con-
sulting services, and $85-$100 per hour for my writing and development skills on short-term 
writing projects, such as brochures, pamphlets, articles, and press kits. When I bid on an entire 
book, including Comprehensive Story Structure Development, I use anywhere from $45 to $85 per 
hour as the standard rate, considering many factors. I’ve done this many times over the years, so I 
have a relatively good sense for the timeframe needed to develop a book, or conduct CSSD tasks. 
 
 

-MORE- 
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$6,800 = Minimum of 80 hours X $85 per hour (my standard hourly rate) 
$3,200 = Minimum of 80 hours X $40 per hour = Special CSSD Rate 
 
CSSD FEE TOTAL = $3,200 

Payment Structure: 
 $1,600 = 50% Upon signing contract 
 $   800 = 25% Midway 
 $   800 = 25% Upon Completion 

CSSD: Approximately 80-100 hours over a period of 6-8 weeks (Maximum 2 months) 
Conduct entire Comprehensive Story Structure Development for one non-fiction book 

What to do next … don’t be overwhelmed! 

This is a lot of information to digest. 

Take a deep breath, and pray for wisdom, discernment, and guidance about your 
next steps. 
 
Conduct your “Due Diligence” research. 
 
Visit my website: 

AllisonBottke.com 
 
Read some of my books to get a feel for my writing style. 
 
Read some of my Clients books to see how I’ve captured their voices. Feel free to 
contact them directly for references. 
 
Schedule an initial “Ask Allison” consultation. 
       (The $150 fee will be applied to any future writing/editing projects.) 

For more information, email me at: 
Allison@AllisonBottke.com 

or call (817) 313-2530 
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Peer Endorsements 

For more information, email Allison at: Allison@AllisonBottke.com 
Or call 817-313-2530 

Allison Bottke is a full-time professional writer, developmental editor and ghostwriter 
who works with: Entrepreneurs, CEO’s, Ministry Leaders, Business Professionals,  

Empty-Nesters, Retirees, Published and Unpublished Authors, Speakers, 
and especially, motivated Dreamers! 

“My experience with Allison Bottke was the turning point for me in writing my book. She is one of the most crea-
tive and talented women I know. Her ability to translate that creativity to my book project was phenomenal. She 
creatively organized my concept into a dynamic book proposal that has given me incredible focus. If you’re serious 
about seeing results in your life as a writer, spend a few hours with Allison. She can take an idea and turn it into 
an amazing story.” 

~ Suellen Roberts, Founder and President Christian Women in Media Association 

“I have often paraphrased the Apostle Paul when I speak to writers about marketing, declaring, “Follow Allison 
as she follows the Lord.” As one of the leading Christian voices today, Allison Bottke has taken seriously the bibli-
cal admonition to be “excellent in what is good…” (Romans 16:19a). As an author, speaker, and marketing ex-
pert, Allison has been a trailblazer in Christian media for more than a decade. Following her lead and learning 
from her wealth of experience may be one of the best decisions you could make in your ministry and career.” 

~ Craig von Buseck, Author of NetCasters: Using the Internet to Make Fishers of Men, 
and Ministries Director, CBN.com  

“Allison is a great writer, it’s easy to see that from her 30-plus books, several of which are bestsellers. What it’s not easy to see 
is the level of genius behind her ability to visualize an idea—a concept—and expertly craft it into a cohesive story structure 
format. Allison has a supernatural gift to get inside the head and heart of  a writer to help them develop the core essence of 
their book. She has an exceptional ability to expertly look at all the components that make up the infrastructure of a book  and 
quickly organize them in a way that never ceases to amaze me. Allison approaches every book project with a big picture vision 
and a unique skillset to distill that vision into a compelling manuscript. I’ve seen her in action over the years not only on my 
own book projects, but on the projects of many friends and colleagues. In the world of developmental writing and editing, you 
can have no greater cheerleader and coach than Allison Bottke.”  

~ Dr. Tracey Mitchell, Author, Speaker, Ministry Leader, Dallas TX 

“Allison has many gifts. Certainly one is writing, choosing just the right words to convey her message. The other is helping 

others, by encouraging them to write and offering her experience and knowledge to move them forward. I have referred her to 

many people over the years—to ghost-write, edit, or assist in book development. Each time my referral has come back and been 

overwhelmed with how much they loved working with Allison, how much they learned from her, and how much they accom-

plished. She is a disciplined woman of God who delivers what she promises, with excellence. If you’re serious about writing a 

book, I highly recommend Allison Bottke." 

~ Donna Skell, Executive Director of Roaring Lambs, Plano, TX 

“I love working with Allison Bottke. When I need an editor, collaborator or ghostwriter for one of my clients books, she is one 
of my first phone calls. I know I can depend on her. Not only is she a bestselling author in her own right, she has mad story 
structure development skills and is so encouraging to the authors!” 

~ Victorya Rogers, Author/Writers Coach, Dallas, TX 


